SESAisa

partnership between
Allen County Schools,
Lima City Schools,
and industry partners
linked below.

Science Enhancement for Science Advancement

The SESA program, established in 1989, brought together engineers from BP Chemicals, the Lima
Refinery, and educators from Allen County, Ohio. All were concerned with the decreasing number of
graduates interested in pursuing careers in math and science. This committee stressed that an interest in
science should be developed and cultivated in the early years. A scientifically focused approach drove the
development of standards-based educational kits for elementary and middle school classrooms. These
activities were designed to promote students natural curiosity of science concepts using a hands-on
approach, while linking real-world science careers with local professionals and students.

By 1990, the vision became the Science Enhancement for Science Advancement (SESA) program. Over
the next two decades, a profound influence evolved science education and its practices which benefited
Allen County students, teachers and professionals. Activities continue to focus on hands-on, minds-on,
inquiry-based science for students and teachers.

When the Lima Refinery was purchased in August of 1998, Premcor agreed to continue the refinery’s
involvement as a full partner in the internationally acclaimed SESA program. In 1999, Akzo Nobel joined
forces with BP and Premcor as a supporting partner. In 2005, Valero purchased the Lima Refinery and
continues support of the SESA Program. In 2007, Husky purchased the Lima Refinery. Today, five
companies support SESA: Husky Lima Refinery, PotashCorp, ISP, INEOS, and Fort Amanda Specialties.
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