Differentiation in the Classroom:

Non-Negotiable and Critical Assessment Practices

Key points from Leadership for Differentiating Instruction: 
ASCD 2007

*Differentiated Instruction is not a collection of instructional strategies: 
It is a philosophy grounded in the understanding of a commitment 
to equity and excellence for all.


*The Non-Negotiables of Differentiated Instruction;

· Provide respectful work for students, grounded in high-quality curriculum

· Create community and connections in the classroom with attention to student readiness, interests, and learner profiles
· Use flexible grouping and flexible pacing

· Engage in on-going assessment and use the results to adjust instruction

*McTighe and O’Connor: Seven critical assessment practices (2005)

· Use summative assessments to frame meaningful performance goals

· Show criteria and models in advance

· Assess before teaching

· Offer appropriate choices

· Provide feedback early and often

· Encourage Self-assessment and goal setting

· Allow new evidence of achievement to replace old evidence

*From Leadership for Differentiating Instruction user guide: ASCD 2007

